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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an electronic settlement 
system on a computer network which can select a settling method 
according to the price of merchandise and surely, speedily and 
inexpensively collecting the price. 

SOLUTION: This electronic settlement system constructs a virtual 
shopping street on the computer network to allow a user to buy 
desired merchandise on on-line from stores constituting the 
shopping street and to select the adjustment of the price for the 
purchased merchandise according to the price of the merchandise. 
In this case, with respect to a real bank 7 adjusting the price of the 
purchased merchandise, a virtual bank 2 is provided on the network. 
The virtual bank 2b is provided with a user's virtual account 2a and 
the virtual account of the store 2b. When the user purchases 
merchandise, the virtual bank 2 shifts money between the user's 
virtual account 2a and the virtual account of the store 2b and 
instructs automatic transfer to the real bank 7 for the adjustment of 
the price, and the real bank adjust the price based on this 
instruction. 
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